Association for Compensatory Educators of Texas

April 10, 2006

TO: ACET Executive Council

SUBJECT: Legislative Committee Report

Education Budget for FY 2007

The President released his FY 2007 budget on February 6 and Congressional reaction
was swift and critical of the President’s budget request for education programs.
Overall the President’s proposal calls for the elimination of 42 education programs
including the termination of several long-time programs such as Even Start,
Comprehensive School Reform, Educational Technology State Grants, Safe and
Drug-Free Schools and Communities, Smaller Learning Communities, Vocational
Education State Grants, and Tech-Prep Education State Grants. See attached
funding table for the state of Texas.

For FY 2007, the President is requesting $54.4 billion in discretionary appropriations
for the Department of Education, a decrease of $3.1 billion, or 5.5 percent, from the
FY 2006 funding level. Several members of Congress, including Senator Arlen
Specter (R-PA), Chairman of the Senate subcommittee on Appropriations for Labor,
Health and Human Services and Education, have been very vocal and critical of the
President’s budget. Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA) the ranking Democrat on the
subcommittee commented that this budget, in his opinion, took several steps
backward in its funding for education programs. For a complete list of impacted
programs and to see the President’s proposed budget visit: www.ed.gov

Education Appropriations for FY 2007

The appropriations process is an annual ritual and once again we will have to monitor
the House and Senate appropriations bills very closely. Appropriations for FY 2007
will fund programs for the 2007-08 school year. Congress is scheduled to recess
early in the fall for election campaigns so much of the work on the appropriations bills
will take place in the next few months. The ACET legislative committee will monitor
the appropriation bills and report on funding for Title | and other federally funded
programs. In Washington NAFEPA and the Committee for Education Funding will
also follow the appropriations process and send periodic updates.

From time to time, the legislative committee will ask members of the Executive Council
to write a letter or send an email message to our U. S. Senators and your
representative in Congress. Keep in mind that with new congressional districts in
place, several new members of Congress are representing us in Washington. By



working proactively as an association and by advocating for adequate funding for
education programs, our association can have a positive impact on the programs that
benefit our schools and the children that we serve.

ESEA Reauthorization

The process for reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act has
started with several education advocacy organizations conducting or planning to
conduct forums and meetings to discuss ESEA and NCLB issues of importance to
their members. The National Association of Federal Education Program
Administrators (NAFEPA) asked state affiliate organizations to provide their
suggestions and input on the issues and the NAFEPA legislative committee developed
a position paper on several major topics and issues that will be addressed as part of
the next ESEA reauthorization. NAFEPA members visited Congressional offices
during the NAFEPA Conference and delivered the position paper to our members of
Congress. We expect the next session of Congress to start a series of Congressional
hearings on ESEA reauthorization sometime next spring.

At our January meeting, the ACET Executive Council approved that the ACET
Legislative Committee convene an ESEA reauthorization forum at the ACET Spring
Conference. The purpose of the forum will be to provide ACET members an
opportunity to review and discuss the major issues and topics that are important to the
administration of Title | and other ESEA programs. The participation of ACET officers,
regional directors and the legislative committee in this forum will be vital to the process
and will provide members of our association an opportunity to provide their input and
be involved in the reauthorization process. The legislative committee will compile a
position paper to summarize the recommendation of the forum participants.

Special Session of the Texas Legislature

The governor has called a special session of the Legislature to deal with school
finance reform. As of today, the word is that the special session will be limited to
school finance issues and will not consider any other legislation including a pay raise
for teachers. The Legislature is under a Supreme Court mandate to come up with a
solution to fix the way schools are funded.

We need to be aware that state compensatory education funds come from the state
and that anytime the Legislature deals with education funding anything can happen.
As a result of legislative action, some districts may gain or lose funds and the impact
on state compensatory programs could be negative unless additional state funds for
education are authorized and appropriated. Stay informed on the proposals that may
come up for consideration and study the impact that they may have on your district or
programs.



