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TO: ACET Executive Council

SUBJECT: Legislative Update

Education Appropriations for FY 2008

After several months of negotiations on an FY 2008 appropriations bill for education
programs, Senate and House conferees approved H.R. 3043 in November, but
President Bush vetoed this bill. After a series of continuing resolutions the President
finally signed P.L. 110-161 on December 26, 2007. This law approved the bill that will
fund education programs for school year 2008-09. A table (last updated on January
16, 2008) showing what this bill provides for education programs is available at

www.ed.gov

The table below indicates the funding levels for selected education programs in Texas.
The estimates for FY 2007 and FY 2008 are based on currently available information

and may change before final allocations are made by the Department of Education.

Program

FY 2006

Actual

FY2007

Estimate

FY2008

Estimate

Title I-LEA Grants

1.186,021,455

1.169,499,588

1,301,828,968

Title | - Migrant 58,931,659 57,532,030 58,383,393
Title 1l 239,613,046 240,402,734 247,031,503
S&DFS&C 27,461,832 27,461,832 23,245,264
Title 111 85,865,561 87,895,830 92,069,958

Reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 has been reauthorized in
1974, 1978, 1981 (Education Consolidation and Improvement Act), 1984, 1988
(Hawkins and Stafford Act), 1994 (Improving America’s Schools Act), and the
current reauthorization in 2001 (No Child Left Behind Act).

As we reported at the fall conference in Corpus Christi, proposed changes for Title |




in the next reauthorization of ESEA include: allowing states to use multiple
indicators and assessments, the use of growth models that would allow states to
measure growth in student achievement over time, new provisions for English
language learners, new requirements for school improvement and assistance, and
school redesign.

Other proposed changes in the law included: a modification to the migrant
education program funding formula, and new provisions for the instruction for
English language learners (ELL) and immigrant students.

The draft bill released by the House Education and Labor Committee drew much
criticism from various interested parties and did not appear to have much support
on Capitol Hill. The No Child Left Behind Act also became a topic of much
discussion and criticism by several presidential candidates and several members of
Congress that were receiving pressure from their constituents to make substantive
changes to the law.

The current reauthorization brings back memories of 1999 when the last
reauthorization was being debated. The reauthorization was postponed but
because 2000 was a presidential election year the law was not reauthorized until
the following year. That reauthorization became the No Child Left Behind Act and
was passed by Congress in late 2001. President Bush signed it into law in January
2002.

ACET Involvement in the Process

At the fall conference in Corpus Christi, ACET members reviewed and discussed the
draft of the bill released by the House Education and Labor Committee. Several
members submitted recommendations and feedback on selected issues and the
proposed changes outlined in the discussion draft of the bill. The ACET legislative
committee will revise and finalize a position paper on these issues. We will submit our
position paper and recommendations to our Senators, the Committee on Education
and Labor and other members of Congress. Our committee will continue to monitor
the reauthorization process and make sure ACET’s position on the issues is made
known to our members of Congress in Washington.



